
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ponderosa Resurvey Project 

 GUE PROJECT BRIEF - 2025 
 The Ponderosa Resurvey Project of the Playa del Carmen Resurvey and Exploration was 
founded with the vision of building a strong, collaborative community of passionate and skilled 
cave divers committed to the exploration, mapping, and documentation of one of the Riviera 
Maya’s most iconic underwater cave systems. 

This initiative brings together divers who not only possess the technical expertise required for 
safe and effective cave diving but who also share a dedication to preserving and understanding 
the unique geological and ecological significance of the Ponderosa system. Through accurate 
resurveying and the re-exploration of known and forgotten passages, the project aims to 
contribute meaningful data to the global cave diving and scientific communities. 

 
 

At its core, the Ponderosa Resurvey Project is about more than just lines and maps — it’s about fostering a 
sense of responsibility, curiosity, and connection to the underwater world, and creating a platform where divers 
can grow, contribute, and leave a lasting impact on the future of cave exploration in the Riviera Maya. 

 

The Ponderosa Resurvey Project was founded in December 2024 at GoDiveMEX Dive Center by a group of 
like-minded friends from the GUE diving communities of both Playa del Carmen and Tulum. We named our 
group PURE— Playa del Carmen Resurvey and Exploration — to reflect our commitment to precision, 
collaboration, and a deeper understanding of our local cave systems. The project brings together a dedicated 
community of cave divers with the goal of reexploring, surveying, and mapping the iconic Ponderosa cave 
system, one of the most popular and historically  
significant systems in the Riviera Maya. 

STATUS: Active 
 
BE PART OF THE PROJECT: Minimum requirement 
to join is GUE Cave 2 certification.  
 
No previous experience in surveying or cartography 
is needed—we will teach you everything from the 
ground up, including the use of electronic survey 
tools and data processing techniques.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the very beginning, our approach has been grounded 
in patience and quality. We took our first steps in January 
2025 and continue to progress steadily with monthly 
resurvey dives, as time and conditions allow. Rather than 
racing for results, we are committed to producing accurate 
data, developing survey and cartography skills, 
and fostering a positive, inclusive community. 

This project is not just about lines and maps—it's about 
building lasting connections among divers, creating a space 
for personal and collective growth, and enjoying the 
process of exploration. Negativity has no place here; our 
focus is on learning, supporting one another, and having 
fun while contributing to the long-term understanding and 
preservation of this remarkable underwater system. 

 

LOCATION: Sistema Ponderosa, Quinatan Roo, Mexico 
 
CONTACT: Project leader: Emoke 
Wagner, emoke@gue.com 
 
Sonsors: GoDiveMEX Dive Center, Cenote Jardin el Eden 
administration. We are looking for more sponsors :) 
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